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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Acres (US Patent 6,565,434). 

A detailed reading of Acres by an artisan of ordinary skill would teach all of the 
claim limitations of the claims above. Specifically, Column 17 lines 54-60 and Column 
52 lines 11-23, disclose a translator 353 that integrates protocols between the host and 
the bonus promotion system. Acres discloses not just a game of chance with master 
gaming control, column 12 lines 3-14 and figure 4, wherein Acres discloses a flow chart 
that inherently teaches of a controller controlling the game begin played on the gaming 
machine, without the said controller being active in the gaming device the device would 
be nonfunctional, considering the fact that controller controls all aspect of the gaming 
device. Figures 8A & 8B also disclose the circuitry for a controlling device that controls 
the game of chance played on the machine. 

Additionally column 24 lines 8-25 discloses that each machine communication 
interface (MCI) further includes a replication port 78, which emulates the communication 
port on the gaming device, Acres discloses multiple communications ports, which are 
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adapted for communication. This facilitates the use of older third party accounting 
systems even when an MCI is connected to the gaming device's communication port. 
Acres also discloses communications protocols, Column 17 lines 54-60 and Column 52 
lines 11-23, disclose communications protocols used by a gaming machine function on 
the machine, wherein Acres discloses multiple communications protocols, wherein the 
machines are adapted for communications using the communications protocols via 
communication ports. The MCI can be programmed to perform a translation function 
wherein the MCI transmits data to the data collection system in whatever language the 
system requires, e.g. "SAS". With respect to the rest of the details of the claimed 
subject matter please see columns 41-54 where a detailed description of the Machine 
Communication interface is outlined. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/24/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The applicant argues that reference does not teach of a gaming controller 
controlling a game of chance played on the machine. The examiner respectfully 
disagrees with the applicant; Acres in figure 4 discloses a flow chart that inherently 
teaches of a controller controlling the game begin played on the gaming machine, 
without an active controller in the gaming device, the gaming device would 
nonfunctional, especially since the controller essentially controls all aspect of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/716,319 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3714 

gaming device. Figures 8A & 8B also disclose the circuitry for a controlling device that 
controls the game of chance played on the machine. 

The applicant also argues that the reference only teaches the controller 
communicates using a single communication protocol and not multiple communication 
ports. The examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant, Acres in column 21 lines 
48-60 discloses multiple communication ports and numerous digital input and output 
ports. And Column 17 lines 54-60 and Column 52 lines 1 1-23, discloses 
communications protocols used by a gaming machine function on the machine, wherein 
Acres discloses multiple communications protocols, however accordingly it would also 
have been obvious for Acres to implement multiple communication port to make it 
accessible for communication with a network, wherein the machines are adapted for 
communications using the communications protocols via communication ports. 

Consequently, for the reasons provided above, applicant's arguments have been 
considered but regarded non-persuasive and the rejection is maintained. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunit Pandya whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2823. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F: 7:30 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert OLSZEWSKI can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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